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Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and
Other Human Sciences and Department of English, Veer
Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat, jointly organized
lll Certificate Course on "Peace, Forgiveness and Non-
Violence: Perspectives from Gandhi, Martin Luther King
and Korzybski" on 23-27 September 2013 despite rains
and flood. Dr. P. C. Kar, internationally renowned
professor of English studies, Mr. Devkurnar Trivedi, Dr.
Bini B.S., Dr. Kiran Desai, Dr. Sadan Jha and the faculties
of English of universities of Gujarat delivered lectures for
the benefit of the students/ participants. Reading material
was distributed among the participants well in advance
and this workshop was highly interactive by nature. Alfred
Korzybski, in the post World War | scenario looked at
violence from an angle of individual immatunty getting
translated to a social disaster. According to him the First
World War should have ideally marked the end of
humanity's childhood and beginning of adulthood,
indicating that non-violence is the quality of a mature,
thoughtful sober mind and an emotion skin to love and
forgiveness. He believed in time binding as a conscious
and responsible process channelizing the knowledge,
skills and efforts assimilated by the generations of human
race for the benefit of one's contemporaries and posterity.
The certificate course looked at Korzybsk's of war, peace
and humanity against a larger framework of the Gandhian
idea of ahimsa and Martin Luther King's views on non-
violence inspired by Gandhi. For Gandhi, ahimsa is the
deepest and unconditional love for humanity, including
one's opponents. Gandhi and King affirm that non-
violence is not a merely refraining from harming others.
Thereis an erasure of hatred and ill-will towards the fellow
beings that requires tolerance, will power, forgiveness
and loving kindness. Non-violence facilitates the creation
of a just society that does not thrive on the animal logic of
'the might is right.' A mental habit of non-violence can also
act as an antidote to the domination of demagogues and
hate speeches about which Korzybski always warned in
his texts. The will of the tyrant is not accepted meekly, but
the convictions of people can effectively and collectively
resist tyranny and oppression through nonviolent means.
This is not a utopian dream, but a successful strategy that
worked in the independence movements of India, to some
extent in South Africa and also in anti-slavery movements.
The course involved intensive reading of select texts and
interactions between the students/participants and the
faculties.
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